before he reached the ward in which Swift was confined, the latter had died. On the 14th, two days after death, the body was examined in presence of Mr. Tyerman. Several slight marks were observed on the neck and face of the patient. On the left side of the neck was a thin mark of a yellowish colour ; on the right side of the neck, and also on the right side of the face and lobe of the right ear were slight marks of a bluish colour. On the abdomen, to the right of the umbilicus, was an extensive bruise. The marks on the neck were probably to be accounted for, and the bruise upon the abdomen was known to have been occasioned, by a serious struggle which Swift had had with one of the attendants three days prior to his death. Sundry marks upon the left wrist had been caused by the use of wrist-locks previous to the patient's admission into Colney Hatch. No other indications of injur}7 were discovered by the inspection of the body externally.
On the chest being opened it was found that the sternum had been fractured across the centre; that on the right side of the thorax, the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7 th, 8th and 9th ribs had been fractured; on the left, the 4th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th. In each of the injured ribs the fracture existed a short distance from the cartilage, but in neither ribs nor sternum was there any displacement of the fractured parts. From a careful review of the whole of the circumstances, we think that the conclusion must be obviously in favour of the opinions expressed by the medical superintendent of the male department in Colney Hatch. That these are justified by the evidence adduced, and that they are those which best meet the difficulties of the case, we fully believe ; and we are much gratified to think that, medically as well as legally, there is no necessity to suppose that a brutal homicide has been perpetrated in the wards of our largest public asylum.
In conclusion, we would remark that this case of Swift's indicates the importance of noting, from time to time, the actual degree of cutaneous sensibility possessed by patients in asylums. 
